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Country: Japan Prefecture: Okayama

School: Tamashima High school

Title of Presentation: Efforts Aimed at Raising Community Awareness of Disaster Risk Reduction in the Tamashima Region

Content and Results of Advanced Surveys:  Tamashima is made up of land that was reclaimed during the Edo period under the order of the
Matsuyama domain. The region has experienced relatively few disasters, suffering nothing more than flooding and landslides caused by heavy
rain, and storm surges caused by typhoons. Damage from earthquakes has been minimal. While conducting door-to-door surveys, we learned that
no lessons learned from past disasters have been inherited. Therefore, we predict that the level of risk awareness of disasters is extremely low

compared with other regions, and many households are not adequately prepared for a disaster.

Analysis of Problems and Issues:  Since this is a region that has only experienced few disasters, the level of disaster preparedness (self-reliant
efforts) among individual families is less than adequate, which is a major issue that needs to be addressed. We believe that resolving this issue will
lead to a higher level of awareness of disaster risk reduction in the Tamashima region. Furthermore, the lack of inheritance of lessons learned from
past disasters has resulted in a low level of community awareness of disasters (cooperation), with many local residents believing that the tsunami
inundation height after a Nankai megathrust earthquake will be low due to the existence of Shikoku. For these reasons, we believe that the local

government needs to disseminate information on disasters (e.g., distribute hazard maps) (public assistance).

Action Plan:  The first and most important step to take to raise the level of awareness of disaster risk reduction is to learn about disasters. To
accomplish this, we came up with the following three plans which we shared with the community through the Disaster Risk Reduction Newsletter,
which is issued by the committee.

(1) We will disseminate information on disasters through the Disaster Risk Reduction Newsletter. It will include information on predicted disasters
(e.g., earthquakes and flooding in Okayama), disaster risk reduction kits, as well as disaster risk reduction in other regions of Japan. We will
also distribute evacuation backpacks and engage in efforts to raise the level of community awareness of disaster risk reduction so that
community residents will not need to rely completely on public assistance when evacuating.

(2) Through the Disaster Risk Reduction Newsletter, we will encourage every family to take disaster risk reduction measures. Examples of such
measures include creating opportunities to discuss where family members will meet up in the event of a major earthquake and securing
furniture in the home. Our aim is to get the community residents to think about disaster risk reduction starting with their own living
environment.

(3) We will provide information on community events (e.g., Sports Day, emergency drills, etc.) and also recruit volunteers through the Disaster
Risk Reduction Newsletter while encouraging people to participate. e will create opportunities for community residents to talk about disasters
at those events in an effort to expand community engagement. High school students must make contributions to the community by acting as
rescuers and lifesavers in the event of an earthquake. Knowing the faces of the people in the community will surely be beneficial during the
rescue efforts.

\We then came up with a new plan that goes beyond the dissemination of information on hazard maps, and places the emphasis on public

assistance.

(1) Inthe Tamashima region, sea level signs have been placed on telephone poles. Our plan though, is to also display the inundation height on
those signs and move them to places that will catch people’ s eyes. We hope these measures will raise the community awareness of disaster risk
reduction.

(2) We will develop an evacuation guidance app that utilizes a GPS system. The medium that provides the easiest access to information during a
disaster is social media. We believe an app that enables people to share information through an online network on the conditions of the
evacuation routes, keep track of the number of people who are staying in an evacuation shelter, as well as checking whether their family
members were able to safely evacuate, would be extremely useful.

Lastly, we hope that the fruits of this program will not be temporary and that it will continue to raise the level of community awareness of disaster

risk reduction through activities such as finding out about the lessons learned from past disasters that have been inherited in other regions with

similar geographical conditions, as well as conducting surveys on the number of households in the Tamashima region that have already taken

disaster preparedness measures.
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